
In recent years, soaring oil and energy prices have led people to ask if the 
world is running out of oil. The simple answer to this question is: Yes, because oil 
resources began to decline as soon as the fi rst gallon was used. Yet the world is a 
long way from fi nally running out. We are facing the dawn of the second half of the 
Oil Age, when production gradually declines towards fi nal exhaustion.

An Atlas of Oil and Gas Depletion lifts the lid on the world situation with a detailed review 
of some sixty-fi ve oil-producing countries. It describes the essential features of their oil 
industries, and includes records of discovery and production and a forecast of future supply. 
A brief summary of the history and political situation of each country is added in order 
to examine how the country is placed for the future. The results are summarised to give 
regional and world totals. The work concentrates mainly on conventional oil and gas, but 
also summarises the non-conventional sources, including those coming from the tar-sand, 
deepwater and polar domains. It is written in straightforward, non-technical terms.

In a sense, the study poses a challenge for those with new information to come forward and 
present it in detail on a country by country basis so that the discrepancies and anomalies can 
be identifi ed and resolved. The Atlas sets the framework for further investigation.
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